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Mansur took four years to build his city. He spent 4,883.000
dirhams and employed about 100,000 architects, craftsmen and
labourers, drawn from all over the empire. Professor Hitti
summarizes the description of it given by Yaqut and other
Arab writers as follows : 36 'It was circular in form with
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double brick walls, a deep moat and a third innermost wall
rising ninety feet and surrounding the central area. The walls
had four equivalent gates from which four highways, starting
from the centre of the circle, radiated like the spokes of a
wheel to the four corners of the empire. The whole thus
formed concentric circles with the Caliphal Palace, styled the
*e Golden Gate", on account of its gilded entrance, or the
"Green Dome", as the hub. Beside the palace stood the